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American and Okinawan volunteers celebrate a successful cleanup with a
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“wave” atthe Senagalsland Beach March 19. More than 100 people, including 30 190000000000000000000O D ooo D oooo
40 Marines and sailors from Camp Kinser, participatedinthecleanup,organized 0000000000000000000000000000000
by the Okinawa International Clean Beach Club and the NahaCleanBeach UU 0000000000000 O0000000O0O0O0000000
Club. Throughout the year, service members contribute to Okinawa’s en- ubooboodbooobo4o00oo10000000000000
vironment by participating in dozens of cleanups and beautificationactiviies 000000000000 000000000000000000
in the local community. (See stories on pages 12-13) uobobooobbooobbommoonoi1z2-130000000
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Commanding General demands
environmental leadership
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Consolidated Public Affairs Office
Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler

The U. S. Marine Corps is committed to protecting and enhancing the
environment everywhere that Marines live or train. Here on Okinawa, the
Marine Corps plays a vital role in protecting and conserving the local envi-
ronment.

“What we do with the environment here in Okinawa affects our neigh-
bors,” said Brig.Gen. Joseph V. Medina, commanding general, Marine
Corps Base Camp Butler. “We have a strong commitment to protecting
the environment. Okinawa is a key asset in the training and support mis-
sion of the Marine Corps Base, and we take our environmental steward-
ship responsibility very seriously.”

Medina has set out the following guidance for Marine Corps Base to
follow in its environmental programs.
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BGEN J. V. MEDINA

The natural environment is a key asset in the training and support mission of Marine Corps Base.
Camp Smedley D. Butler. To this end. it is the policy of MCB Butler to protect. preserve and
enhance the land. water and air resources within the cognizance of MCB Butler. MCB Butler will:

¢ Comply with Japan Environmental Governing Standards (JEGS), which are consistent
with applicable U.S. and Japanese environmental laws.

* Implement pollution prevention initiatives and waste minimization programs;

Communicate environmental commitments to all levels of MCB Butler to increase

awareness of this policy;

Review all proposed activities for potential environmental impact in accordance with

Executive Order 12114, Environmental Lffects Abroad of Major Federal Actions: and

Strive to advance our partnership with the local community to continue a proactive

environmental program.

MCB Butler is committed to sustaining and enhancing operational readiness while complying with
relevant environmental laws and regulations. prevention of pollution. and continual improvement in
environmental performance through an effective Environmental Management System (EMS).
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Okinawa, USMC strenghten
environmental partnership

Toshihiko Miyagi
Director, Department of Environmental Sciences
Okinawa Prefectural Institute of Health & Environment

The Okinawa Prefectural Institute of Health and Environment was estab-
lished to contribute to the health of the people of Okinawa as well as con-
serve Okinawa’s natural environment. To carry out our

work, we provide studies, analysis and training related to
public health and the environment.

Because of the geological and climatic characteristics of
Okinawa, many areas of study that are conducted are unique
to Okinawa, including studies of dangerous animals, such
as Habu and box jellyfish, and studies of red soil runoff
impacting the coral reef environment.

We conduct environmental surveys on the U. S. military
bases on Okinawa, which is another unique aspect of our
work. The surveys listed below were conducted on installa-
tions of the Marine Corps as well as other services in full
coordination with the base environmental personnel.

1. Monitoring and investigation of water flow from
U. S. military bases and coastal water (conducted in 2005)

This survey was made to better understand the water
pollution level in coastal water areas that may have been
caused by water flow from the bases. When we require entry
to the military installations, we gained full cooperation from the base environ-
mental staff who escorted us. Tests were conducted in the following areas.

(1) Water flow from the U. S. military base; 8 facilities, 9 locations

(2) Coastal public water area (water): 8 facilities, 23 locations

(3) Coastal public water area (sediment): 4 facilities, 5 locations

(4) Coastal public water area (fish): 2 facilities, 10 specimen

2. Sunveyof redsoil runoff (Conducted between August 2003 and February 2006)

This investigation is conducted to verify data collected during earlier surveys
for red soil runoff from the vicinity of the U. S. military bases.

(1) KanRiver (Camp Hansen): 684 specimen

(2) Mitoku River (Camp Hansen): 330 specimen

With regard to the runoff from the bases, if a violation of Japanese law
governing water runoff standard is recognized, Okinawa Prefecture requests
the U. S. military to improve facilities, and then, conduct another survey. To
discuss the survey result and other water-related issues, agencies from Okinawa
Prefecture and the U. S. militay on Okinawa meet at the annual water confer-
ence in March. With regard to red soil runoff, the Marine Corps Environmen-
tal Branch and the Okinawa Prefecture jointly conduct the survey and exchange
opinions on technical matters. By doing so, we now share a common under-
standing concerning the data evaluation method, which was different be-
tween our two offices in the past.

When we think about Okinawa’s environment, we can never ignore the
responsibility of the U. S. military here, because of the fact that approximately
10% of the land area of the Okinawa Prefecture is used as the U. S. military
installations. To evaluate the environment correctly, we need to conduct sur-
veys and gain scientific and objective data continuously. To make that possible,
I believe it is indispensable that those who have responsibility for environ-
mental issues for both the prefecture and the U. S. military must exchange
technologies and share information with each other. In this regard, the coop-
eration we have received from the Marine Corps has been very positive and we
ask for your further support.

000000
Toshihiko Mivagi

Oooooooooao
ooooooao
ooooag
goboboooobooobbooobbooobboo
goobobbooooobobbboooooobbbooooo
goooobogooboobboobooon
gono
gobbooooooboooobboogooon
goooooooboobgoobooooboooo
oodooooooooooooouoooooo
ooooooooobooboboooobooob
oono
oobooooobobooooboogooboo
gooooobooooboobobooboooo
ooooobooboboooboooboooo
gjdddoooooooooogogoogg
U.o0boo00ogoobboogooobon
goboo1vyoogoo
goboooooobooobooobon
gooboooboooboobooboooboooboo
ooooooooobooboboooobooob
oooooono
gooooboogsogogd
goboboobooooobooobobmsegg 2300
gooobobobooooooobom4nbsnobO
gobboooobobooobbm™z2ob 10000
U .00b00obooogoisgspooooisg2000ooo
gobobooooobooobbooobboooobobog
gooooooooooooooob
oooboooooboooobogobomes4atn
gobobooooobooooboomss3ong
ooobooooboooboboooobooooboo
gooobbooooboobbooooboobobboooooo
gooobboooobobobbooooobobbooooon
gooobbooooboobbooooboobobboooooo
goobobboogoobobobboooooboobobbooooo
gooobobboooooboobobboooobobbboooooon
goobobbooooobobbooooobbbooooon
gooooooooouoooooooooo
obooooooobobooboombobooooobon
goobobboooooobobbooooooboboboooooo
gooobbooooboobboooooboobbooooo
gooobboooobobobboooooboboboooooo
gooobbooooboobboooooboobbooooo
gooobboooobobobbooooobobbooooon
goobobbooooboobbooooboobbooooo
googooo



4

Environmental Branch
has vital mission

dobooaoodoood

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

The Environmental Branch, Facilities Engineer Division, Marine Corps
Base Camp S. D. Butler, is responsible for environmental protection
throughout Marine Corps installations on Okinawa, including eight camps
and four training areas.

“Our mission is to support the Marine Corps by carrying out environ-
mental programs in compliance with the JEGS (Japan Environmental
Governing Standards),” said Joseph Vogel, environmental officer, Envi-
ronmental Branch.

Q
]
Q
Q
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

The JEGS, issued by U. S. Forces Japan in co-
ordination with the Government of Japan, pro-
vide environmental guidance and standards for
U. S. military operations here. The JEGS is the
sole-source document setting out environmental
compliance requirements for U. S. Forces Japan.
The JEGS, with few exceptions, adopts the “more
protective” standard between those provided by
U.S. and Japanese laws, according to Vogel.

Because they adopt the more stringent of the two
countries’ standards, the environmental regulations
that the Marine Corps complies with meet or exceed
those set by relevant laws and regulations of Japan.

The branch also implements ordinances set by
Okinawa Prefectural Government, such as the ordi-
nance mandating the prevention of red soil runoff.

“Emphasis on environmental protection

“It’s important to share concerns and
opinions with others who also work to
protect the environment. By doing so
we can learn from each other and work
together toward common goals.”

Environmental Officer, MCB Camp Butler
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within Japan is a major topic within the Japa-

nese Government and amongst the people of

Okinawa,” said Vogel, who has been working at the branch since its 1995
inauguration. “We continue to strive to fulfill our mission, and we make
constant efforts to improve our programs.”

The branch consists of an environmental operations section, an engi-
neering/science (E&S) section, a geospatial modeling (GSM) section, and
a camp support section.

Currently 43 personnel, including 24 American civilians, 15 Japanese
civilians and 4 service members work to implement MCB policies on the
environment.

“Whether ensuring that we're complying with the JEGS, conducting
environmental training, carrying out special projects or trying to improve
our programs, it takes people to carry out our mission,” said Vogel.

“We have a lot of expertise in different areas,” said Vogel. “Each
member is highly trained and motivated to achieve the goals set forth for
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Environmental Engineer Burt
Williams, Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, center, speaks
during the annual environmental
conference between the U. S.
military on Okinawa and Okinawa
Prefecture, March 28.
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Photo courtesy of Okinawa Prefectural Institute of Health & Environment

Morihisa Takemura, chemist, MCB Environmental Branch, left, assists Okinawa
Prefectural Institute of Health and Environment staff during a water sampling in
the Northern Traning Area. The U. S. military has been working with Okinawa
Prefecture to monitor water quality on base for more than 30 years.
goo0o0oodododoooooooooooooooooooooon
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the branch each year.”

“Environmental protection is everybody’s business. But, it’s not al-
ways easy,” said VVogel. “One thing that has helped us is our close working
relationship with the prefecture and local communities, allowing us to
address issues together in many cases.”

Seeking to promote cooperation with local environmental agencies, the
branch has hosted environmental conferences, inviting people who work
in the environmental field from Okinawa Prefectural Government, local
municipalities, and the Naha Defense Facilities Administration Bureau, as
well as other military services on Okinawa.

“We have also identified common interests, developed relationships
and created partnerships with diverse scientific and political groups on
Okinawa that have made Camp Butler’s environmental protection pro-
gram a leader in the Pacific,” Vogel said.

It’s important to share concerns and opinions with others who also
work to protect the environment, Vogel said. “By doing so we can learn
from each other and work together toward common goals.”

The efforts of the branch, as well as Marines throughout Okinawa,
earned Marine Corps Base Camp Butler the Department of Defense En-
vironmental Quality for Overseas Installations award in years 2001, 2003,
and 2005. The award is given every two years.

One of the branch’s major accomplishments this past year was the
command’s implementation of an Environment Management System
(EMS), according to Vogel.

EMS is a scientific and systematic approach to evaluating the command’s
ability to meet its environmental goals and objectives. Established under
ISO (International Standardizing Organization) 14001, the EMS pro-
vides for periodic review of the steps all personnel in the command take
to meet the command’s environmental goals.

Marine Corps Base Camp Butler is currently in the final stage of its
EMS implementation.

“With the EMS being fully implemented and regularly maintained, we
can ensure continual improvement of our environmental programs,”
said Vogel. “It’ll also help ensure all MCB Butler personnel understand
their role in protecting Okinawa’s environment.”

Other major accomplishments for 2005 include soil erosion and inva-
sive species control, new community outreach programs and extensive
environmental training, natural resource surveys of the Northern Train-
ing Area and Central Training Area, expanded water testing programs,
new cultural assets surveys, and new measures to protect rare species na-
tive to Okinawa, according to Vogel.
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Environmental sections work
toward common goals
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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Training Instructor Masanori Arasaki explains the JEGS to Japanese employees
on base during a three-day mandatory environmental training course.

Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler’s Environmental Branch is a
diverse, multi-faceted organization that oversees all aspects of the Marine
Corps’ environmental efforts on Okinawa.

The Environmental Branch consists of four sections: Operations, En-
gineering and Science, Geospatial Modeling System and Support. Each
section has teams of Japanese and American employees working together
to achieve their common mission of protecting Okinawa’s environment.

The Operations Section is comprised of three teams: training, environ-
mental support and environmental compliance.

The training team provides instruction to civilian and military members
of the command in English and Japanese. Each year, more than 50 classes
are provided, teaching more than a thousand civilians and service members
about Marine Corps and Japanese environmental regulations.

The environmental support team collects waste oil for energy recovery.
It also handles hazardous wastes and is the spill recovery team for the Base.

Meanwhile, the environmental compliance team conducts annual Envi-
ronmental Compliance Evaluations and conformance audits to ensure
adherence to Marine Corps and Japanese environmental standards. The
team also monitors the progress of the Marine Corps’ environmental
objectives established for the year.

The Engineering and Science (E&S) section’s primary objective is to
develop projects and studies that aid in preserving all natural and cultural
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Photo courtesy of Environmental Branch, MCB Butler
Yu Shimizu, MCB Camp Butler Environmental Branch, hands aletter of appreciation
to a Nakadomari Elementary School student who participated in the branch’s
Earth Day Beach Cleanup Project at Onna’s Maribu Beach April 23, 2005.
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Photo by aoi Tnahara
Yuko Akamine, technical information specialist, Environmental Branch, MCB

Butler, updates a map on a computer.
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resources. The section also provides
guidance to camp environmental
coordinators and others on envi-
ronmental matters. Additionally,
the section reviews construction
and renovation plans to assess pos-
sible environmental impact. To ac-
complish these tasks, the section has
full-time experts serving as arche-
ologists, soil scientists, entomolo-
gists, marine biologists, and habi-
tat scientists.

Current E&S projects include
sampling drinking water and waste-
water, sampling air emissions of
boilers, above ground storage tank
tightness testing (to ensure no fuel
leaks), a flora / fauna survey in the
Northern Training Area and Cen-
tral Training Area, eradication of the
pine bark beetle, and the preven-
tion of soil erosion.

The Geospatial Modeling System (GMS) section manages and updates
environmental information and geospatial analysis gained through a GIS
(geographical information system). It also produces two- and three-di-
mensional maps of Marine Corps installations on Okinawa and can pro-
duce computer-generated models of various events such as emergency
response, utilizing satellite imagery. The GIS maps and models are used to
assist in the decision making process whenever environmental questions
are raised.

The Support section provides general aid to other Environmental
Branch sections as well as to every-

one who lives and works on Ma- .
Paul E. Newman, environmental

rine Corps installations. The section
helps each camp identify and deal
with environmental issues that are
particular to that camp. Its goal is
to ensure that no activity on Marine
Corps installations adversely im-
pacts the environment.

protection specialist, Environmental
Branch, inspects a locker used to
store flammable material at 7th
Communication Battalion'sHazardous
Material Pharmacy.The MCB
Environmental Branch and two
external orginazations provide
periodic environmental inspections.
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(Left) A simulated rainfall model like
this one created by the GSM section
helps Marine Corps emvironmental
workers visualize water movement
through the Central Training Area.
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Training equips engineers in
battle against red soil runoff
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Story and photo by Lance Cpl. Warren Peace

Red soil runoff is a problem on Okinawa, and the Marines with the help
of the Environmental Branch, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler and the US.
Forest Service, have been working together to protect the Okinawa environ-
ment.

Red soil floats in draining waters until it reaches the ocean, damaging
coral reefs and turning white sand beaches into red soil beaches, hurting
both the environment and the tourism industry.

For the past four years, the U.S. Forest Service has been teaching Navy,
Marine and civilian engineers advanced methods of gravel road construc-
tion in an effort to improve the local environment and alleviate red soil
runoff.

“We’re making a pretty significant impact and greatly reducing the
amount of red soil runoff that makes its way to the ocean,” said Larry
Soenen, a soil scientist with the U.S. Forest Service who works at Camp
Hansen’s Environmental Branch. “We have managed to repair 25 miles of
road in northern Okinawa.”

Soenen, together with his Okinawan partner, Kanenao Heshiki, soil
erosion control specialist, MCB Environmental branch, gave a class to 15
American and Japanese Facility Engineer employees and five Marine engi-
neers March 7-10 in the Central Training Area
to teach them how to protect the local envi-
ronment when constructing gravel roads.

Due to the tropical environment and de-
structive storms here, road damage and main-
tenance is a familiar problem. During the train-
ing, students learned how to build roads us-
ing construction methods that help reduce soil
erosion, just one example of how the mili-
tary is committed to taking care of the land
they use to train with, according to Soenen.
Advanced road engineering is one of seven
soil control programs that Soenen oversees.

“We are learning control measures to lower
the amount of red soil runoff,” said Gun-
nery Sgt. Stephen J. Dube, platoon com-
mander for Heavy Platoon, Engineer Mainte-
nance Company, 3rd Materiel Readiness Bat-
talion. “This will also help reduce future main-
tenance that needs to be done to the roads.”

During the on-site class, the students got
experience constructing such control mea-
sures as sedimentation points and water bars,
two formations that are designed to trap red
soil sediment by creating areas where the soil
can settle, Soenen explained.

The training helped the Marines learn as-
pects of road construction that are not taught
during their military occupation specialty
schools, Dube explained.

“Training like this enhances the Marine
Corps’ ability to construct roads, while re-
ducing the impact on the environment and
staying in compliance with regulations,”

goooooobooooa
Dube said. O0000o0oo0oooooon
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Pfc. Josh Granberg, an engineer equipment operator with
Combat Assault Battalion, levels a road during a road
construction class March 9 in the Central Training Area.
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Marines Corps’ investment
protects Okinawa’s water

goboboooooooon

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To improve its stormwater pollution prevention program, Marine
Corps Base Camp Butler has installed seven new stormwater treatment
devices on Camp Foster since 2004, spending approximately $400,000
(¥46,000,000) for design and construction. Four more such devices will
be installed by June.

The new devices, buried underground to collect water runoff from
ground surfaces, separate oil from water and prevent storms from flush-
ing out potential water polluting substances into the ocean and local riv-
ers, according to Burt Williams, Water Programs Manager, Facilities Engi-
neer Division, Camp Butler.

The Japan Environmental Governing Standards (JEGS) requires each
U.S. command to develop a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP). During the development of a SWPPP for Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, the traditional oil water separators (OWS), were studied and
evaluated.

The SWPPP recommended conducting pilot tests on new technolo-
gies to determine an efficient replacement for traditional OWSs and re-
moving traditional OWSs that were no longer in use.

The new stormwater treatment devices are oil and sediment separators,
which are designed to retain petroleum-based products during heavy rain-
falls. “The devices have an overflow mechanism that allows the petroleum-
based products from being re-suspended in the heavy rainfall runoff,” said
Williams.

“The new devices are working much better than the old technology,”
said Williams. “We continually evaluate the performance of the new
devices to make sure they will operate as effectively as possible. The
Environmental Branch is always looking to improve stormwater manage-
ment by utilizing the best available technology.”

(Top/bottom) The traditional Oil Water
Separator

oooooooooooooo

Image of the new stormwater
treatment device
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Contractors install a new stormwater treatment device
on Camp Foster. By June, the Marine Corps will have
installed 11 new devices on the base, replacing the

traditional oil water separators.
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Photourtesy of Envionmental Branch,

o

JIWarine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler

Ginowan City Board of Education personnel look for archeological artifacts at a test-dig area on Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma. The Marine Corps conducts test-digs in coorperation with local goverenments
before issuing a site approval for any construction on base.

goooooooooooobOobOoooOobObOOooboDbDOoOoo
gooooooooboooooooooobooooobooo
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Marine Corps archeologist safeguards
Okinawa’s cultural treasures

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To preserve and protect Okinawa’s cultural
and historical assets found within the perimeters
of its bases, the Marine Corps sponsors a ro-
bust cultural resources management program.

Masayuki Yonaha, archeologist, MCB Butler,
Environmental Branch, manages the program.
He is responsible for determining whether or
not a construction project or military training will
adversely impact existing cultural assets. The re-
sponsibility includes checking design plans, con-
ducting ground surveys, and granting archeo-
logical clearances.

“In compliance with the Japan Environmen-
tal Governing Standards, we conduct a cultural
assets survey before beginning any construction
project on Marine Corps installations on
Okinawa,” said Yonaha. “We do this whether
the construction is funded by Japan under the
Japan Facilities Improvement Program or a U.S.
project funded by the U. S. government.”

To make a correct judgment, Yonaha refers to
the command’s inventory of cultural assets and
consults directly with municipal archeologists
responsible for the areas in question. His work
with local government officials is invaluable to

the Marine Corps’ efforts to properly identify
and classify cultural and archeological assets on
Marine Corps installations.

“If necessary, the command will relocate or
redesign a project or amend its training plans if
we find previously unknown cultural assets,” said
Yonaha.

There are at least 621 sites within the bound-
aries of Marine Corps installations on Okinawa
that have been identified as having cultural and
archeological value, according to Yonaha. Many
of these sites have been permanently fenced off
for site preservation.

The most recent addition to the list was a
pillar hole, possibly dating back to the 12" to
15" century, found on Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma earlier this year during a drainpipe in-
stallation. “We immediately contacted the
Ginowan City Board of Education,” said
Yonaha, “and together we recorded the new find-
ing.”

“Only by working closely with the local gov-
ernments are we able to meet the desire of the
Okinawan people that we protect their unique
cultural heritage,” said Yonaha.
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Marine Corps helpsprotect OO OO OO O O
. y .

Okinawa’'sendangeredspecies O OO OO0 OO O O
Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor ooooooooooo

Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler launched a five-year, fauna and flora O000oogcTAUODOODooDOoONTADDODOODOOnO
survey in October 2004 to study the diverse plantsand animalsinthe Central O OO0 000000000000 OO0OOCOOOOS5000
and Northern Training Areas. The areas, which serve asunique trainingloca- OO 000000 20040 10000000000000000O
tions for the Marine Corps, also provide an invaluable habitat formorethan OO0 O0O0O000O00OO0OOOCOOO3 000000 DOO0O
3,000 species, of which approximately 260 are rare, threatened, orendangered. OO0 O0O0000000O0OO0OO0O2600000000000

“Our flora and fauna survey is one of the Marine Corps’ mostimportant OO0 0000 O
programs to better manage rich natural resources in the sub-tropical rain forests,” ogodooopooooooobooooooooooooooa
said Mitsugu Sugiyama, entomologist and habitat expert, Environmental Branch, OO0 0000000000000 O00O0O0DOOCOOOOO
Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler. “Proper managementof naturalresources O OO0 000000000000 00O00OOOOOOOO
begins with understanding what resources are in a particular area.” Jddddoogogooooooooooooomooon

The main objective of the survey is to update the data collectedonspecies OO OO0 0000000000 D00OO0OO0OOOOOOOOO
during the Marine Corps’ last comprehensive survey, whichtook placefrom OO0 O0O00OO0O0O0OOCOO0OO0O0OO
1995 to 2000, according to Sugiyama. 0000000000000 0000001995000 2000

In addition, data regarding the species’ habitats will also be collecteddur- OO0 000000000000 ODO00OO0ODOOO0OOOO
ing the ongoing survey, which is scheduled to be completed in 2009,said OO O0O0O0O
Sugiyama, who has coordinated both surveys. 20000 000000DO0O000O0DOODODOO0OOOn

This year the Marine Corps will spend $200,000 in supportof survey OOOOO00O0CO0000OO0OO0O00O0OO0OOCOOOOOOOO
work in the CTA and NTA. It is anticipated that similar amountswillbe O OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
spent in each of the next three years to complete the survey, said Sugiyama. 0oooooooooDoooDoooooooooooo 20

According to Sugiyama, many of the species the Marine Corpsfindsinits OO0 00 20 30000000000000000000O0O
training areas, including the Okinawan Rail, Ibo Imori (newt)and Yanbaru 0O 3 0 0000000000000 0OO0O0OO0OOOOO0O
Tenaga-Kogane (beetle), are endemic to Okinawa and designated as natural 0dddbooD00o0oooooooooooooOooon
monuments of Okinawa and Japan. “Because the areas have beenusedfor OO 0000000000000 DO0O0OO0OOOOOOOOO
many years solely for military training, they have escaped themoderndevelop- OO0 O O0OO0O0O0O0CO0O0O0COO0OOO0OCMOOCDOOOO
ment seen in other parts of Okinawa, making them of great valueassanctu- OO0 0000000000000 O0OO0O0O0OOOOOOO
aries for many rare species.” 000000000 Db000ooDo0o0ooooDooOoon

The Marine Corps has, in the past, opened its doors to organizationsthat OO O OO OOOO0OO0OO0OO0O
are interested in studying wildlife and oodoooogoooooo
their habitats on Marine Corps installa- oooooboboooooon
tions. In December 2004, the Environ- oooooooooooooo
mental Branch helped the Yamashina In- 0oo0oooooooooon
stitute for Ornithology, a private, non- 0o000D0oDO0oDOooDOoooon
profit foundation, complete a survey on 0o000D0oDO0oDOooDOoooon
Okinawa Rail in the NTA. The flightless oooodbDobOoOoooooo
rail, also known as Yanbaru Kuina, is oo
under the threat of extinction within the oooooooooooo
next five to 10 years, according to 0oo0oooooooooon
Sugiyama. The survey reported that oodooooooooooo
Okinawan Rails were identified in ap- 0000O0opD20040 120000
proximately 30% of the surveyed areas. oo0ooooooooooon

To minimize any impact from hu- 0o0ooooooooooon
man activities, the Environmental oooooooooooooon
Branch helps educate service members oooooooooosdaon
and civilian personnel who enter either logoooooooooon
CTA or NTA, providing brochures and ooooooooooooon
training classes on protected animals and ooooo30oooooon
plants in those areas. oooooooooooon

In addition to conducting surveys, gooood
the Marine Corps has been working since F ooooooooooood
2000 to eradicate the pine bark beetles - T ooooooooooooon
and trap mongoose on base, joining the Photo courtesy of Environmental Branch, MCBCampButier 00000000 2000000
Okinawa Prefecture’s campaigns to pro- A researcher examines aquatic life in a Central Training Areacreekduing 0 000000000000
tect endangered species from these ag-  the Marine Corps’ 1995-2000 flora and fauna survey. gooobobooobooo
gressive predators. 1995- 200000 00000000000000000000000 OO0OOO0OO0OOO0ODOOODOO
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Marines and sailors spruceup 0O 0O 0 0O 00 [
[

O
Okinawa’s environment 00000 00

1 O]

L]
L]

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor ooooooooooaga

Throughout the year, service members contribute to Okinawa’s envi- 0000ooooooooooooooooooooooono
ronment by participating in dozens of cleanups and beautificationactivic OO0O00O00O00O0000O0OO0O0OO0OOOOOOOOOOOOO
ties on and off base. gbooboboboooon

One of those activities, a joint effort between oo0oooooooooooooad
service members and local residents, is the ongo- O0000000obDOoboOoooooog
ing Route 104 Beautification Project in Kin gboboobooilo4000000DODO
Town. Marines and sailors from Camp Hansen, O0o0oobooooooooooooa
along with members of the Kin Chamber of odooooooooooooooo
Commerce, have been volunteering their time lo40000000000DOO0O000ODOO
once a month for more than three years to do OO0o00boooooobo30ooog
ground and landscape maintenance along Route ooooo
104. o0ooooooooooooooo

On a small hill next to the road, passers-by ooooboobooooooobooooog
can see an area where trimmed bushes shaped oo0oo0ooooooooooooog
into three-dimensional letters say “Kin Chamber gooobmooooooboooon
of Commerce and Camp Hansen” in Japanese. ooo0bOoO0ooooobooobooog
“This symbolizes our friendship and coopera- O0000000obDOoboOoooooog
tion,” said Masaru Yasutomi, President, Kin gooobooooooooooooooda
Chamber of Commerce. The continuous coop- 00o0o0oboooooobooooo
eration from Camp Hansen has turned what used gooobooooboooobog
to be a weed-strewn area into an attractive garden gbooooooooooooon
with seasonal flowers and greeneries, Yasutomi 000020280000 300000
explained. 030000000000 2200000

During the latest effort there, on Feb. 28, 22 Ma- gooooboooboooboobooo
rines from 3" Intelligence Battalion, 111 Marine Ex- ooooobooboboooa
peditionary Force and Kin CoC members worked gobooooooobooooooooo
side by side, weeding and cleaning the area as well as oooooboooooooboooooo
trimming the bushes. 0000oooooooooorF0boooo0mooooon

“This is the first time for my battalion (to participate in the project),” OO00OOO0O0O0O0OOOO0OOOOO0ODOOOOODOOODOO
said LtCol. James F. Werth, 3 Intel Bn. commanding officer. “Itsagood 000000000000 00O0CDO0OOOODOMOOOOO
thing to do to help the local environment as well as foster strong relations O O0O00O0000000O0O0OO0ODO0OOOOOODOOOOOOO
with Kin Town.” Werth said that his unit will participate everymonthand O OOO0O0O0OOOO0O
looks forward to working side by side with Kin Town residents. ooooomooooobooooooooooooooo

“Responses from the residents (on the project) have beenveryposi- O00000000000000OO0OOOOODOOOO0ODOO
tive,” said Yasutomi. “We couldn't have done italone, andwereallyappre- OO00OO0O00O0O0O0O0ODOOOOCOOOCOODOOOODOO
ciate that Camp Hansen continues to support this project.” goooooogooo

(Above) Sgt. Mauricio Gallego, administration specialist,
3rd Intel Bn., Il MEF, trims bushes along Route 104 Feb. 28.
Oooogz0280000 10400000000
doooo3oooobo300oooooo
'.‘,P" gooOoooooooo300ad

(Left) Marines from the 3rd Intel Bn., lll MEF, and
members of the Kin Chamber of Commerce weed
and clean an area during the Route 104 Beaultification
Project Feb. 28. The two groups participate in the
project once a month.
OooOoo020 280000 1040000000
Jo0odoooooooooooooo3oaoa
Oo00300000000000000000
Jgooooooooooool10o0obooooa
goooo

Photos by Kaori Tanahara
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Hansen service members
keep local port area clean

gbooodoooadoood
ododoodon

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Marines and sailors from Camp Hansen have been cleaning up the
port area in Kin Town for more than ten years.

The latest such effort was on March 10, when 32 Marines and sailors
from Ordnance Maintenance Company, 3rd Materiel Readiness Battalion,
3rd Marine Logistics Group, participated in a cleanup at Kin Port.

According to Chiyoko Kochi, community relations specialist, Camp
Hansen, Hansen service members clean the area three to four times a year.

“We were asked to clean up the port compound after we asked the town
leadership where would be a good place for Marines to volunteer to help,”
said Kochi. “Different units come at different times to clean up the port. It
has become a Camp Hansen tradition,” she added.

During the latest effort, service members fanned out along the seawall
surrounding the port, picking up trash and scooping out garbage and
mud stuck in gutters. More than 60 trash bags full of collected garbage and
a few abandoned tires filled the large truck provided by the Kin Fishermen’s
Association.

“Littering at the port compound has always been a headache for us,”
said Yukio Yamashiro, councilor, Kin Fishermen’s Association. “Marines
work hard to clean the mess left by total strangers. Their help means a great
deal to us.”

“We realized that the Kin Village Fishermen’s Association doesn't have
much free time to clean the area,” said GySgt. Pierce D. John, OMC, 3rd
MRB, 3rd MLG. “We wanted to help out to ensure that the area would
continue to be available to the local community.”

According to Pierce, the Marine Corps encourages service members to par-
ticipate in cleanup activities not only because it contributes to the local environ-
ment but also because it provides a learning experience to the participants.

“Many people don't realize the impact that something as simple as picking
up after one’s self can have on the environment,” said Pierce. “If we can better
educate all of our service members, and encourage them to do their part to
keep Okinawa clean, it will have a big impact on the local environment.”

ooo0oO0O0O0OO0Oo0O0o0oaO
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Photo Coutesy of Ordnance Maintenance Company

Hansen Marines with Ordnance Maintenance Company, 3rd MRB, 3rd MLG, participated in a cleanup at the Kin Port March 10.
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U.S., Philippine forces aid
mudslide victims during
eventful Balikatan

0 O
HRN
000

Story by Petty Officer 1st Class Scott Comstock

Philippine Marines and villagers from the town of Tiptipon, near Jolo, Philippines pose with U. S. Marines and sailors from
the 31st Marine Service Support Group. The Philippine and U. S. service members built four elementary schools in Jolo and

provided medical and dental support to more than 11,000 residents in the area.
J0o00d0o0o00OO00oO0bOO0oo0bOO00o0o0bO00oo0oOOoDOo0bOO0oDOo0bOOobOoOo3100nDOoooa

goooooooooooooobooooobobboboboobbbbbbildddodo0oooooooooooogo

General Generoso S. Senga, Philippine Armed Forces chief of staff,
and Brig. Gen. Daniel R. Casabar Jr., Exercise Balikatan 2006 co-exer-
cise director, congratulated Philippine and U.S. forces on their success
in adapting to a unique Balikatan during closing ceremonies held March
5 at the Clark Air Field Officer’s Club.

The closing ceremony ended the 22nd annual bilateral Balikatan
exercise, which promoted interoperability between more than 8,000
Republic of the Philippines and United States forces. The exercise
started Feb. 20

“When asked for help, true friends do not ask why; the question
asked is how,” Gen. Senga said in regard to the help provided to the
Philippines by U.S. Marines, soldiers and sailors at the scene of the
tragic Feb. 17 mudslide that covered the town of St. Bernard in south-
ern Leyte. “In the wake of the tragedy, our American friends, together
with other allies, did not hesitate to support and aid the Philippines.”

Brig. Gen. Casabar also wanted to thank his American friends for
quickly transforming U.S. training plans toward disaster assistance
during Balikatan 2006.

“For the first time in the history of the Balikatan exercises, the
Philippine and U.S. soldiers were seen standing side by side, sweating
together, in the full view of the whole world,” Casabar said. “They
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were seen helping people they do not even know — a true manifesta- 0000000000000 0o00ooooNMOoOoooon

tion of service and (they were) expecting nothing inreturn. Itwasa OO0 000002006000 000000000000

showcase of Balikatan, standing together shoulder to shoulder.” 000000ooooooooooDDODboObODbODODoDooooo
As part of the relief effort in southern Leyte, PhilippineandUS. OO0 000000000 OOOOOOOO

forces were able to establish seven evacuation
camps, secure the safety of more than 5,000
evacuees and move more than 1 million
pounds of food and supplies. Along with
the relief efforts, the combined forces of the
Philippines and the United States still man-
aged to complete boat salvaging operations
in Cavite, live fire exercises in Magsaysay, para-
chute training in Clark and leadership training
in Ternate. On the Philippine island of Jolo,
service members performed seven Medical and
Engineer Capabilities Action Projects, build-
ing four schools in three locations and pro-
viding medical assistance to more than 11,000
people.

During the ceremony, more than 160 Phil-
ippine, U.S. military and civilian guests came
together in the spirit of Balikatan, standing
shoulder to shoulder.

“(Balikatan 2006) is a demonstration of
our ability to work side by side, shoulder to
shoulder, and to become closer friends and
closer partners,” said Brig.Gen. Mastin M.
Robeson, Exercise Balikatan co-exercise direc-
tor and commanding general, 3rd Marine Di-
vision, 111 Marine Expeditionary Force. AMarine fromthe 31st Marine Expeditionary Unitembarked on the USS Essex awaits land transportation

to the land slide area to assist with rescue and recovery efforts in Guinsaugon, Philippines.
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(Left) Lance Cpl. Cameron
| Vancott, a mortarman with
" {| Company G, 2nd Battalion, 5th
Marine Regiment, removesdirt
" Feb. 20 to recover casualities

2% and search for survivors of
- Feb. 17th’s massive landslide
that destroyed a village in
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(Right) Armed Forces of the
Philippines Air Force Special
Forces and U. S. Marines with
3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
parachuted out of a Marine KC-
130 Hercules aircraft Feb. 25-26
during Exercise Balikatan 2006.
Jooooooooo 2006 i
Ogodoo2025-26000 n’
OgoooookKec1i3o00OO
Jodddoooooooo
godddoooooooo
gooooooooooo
gpooooo

U. S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Will Lathrop U. S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jacgueline Kabluyen
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aving had an interest in learning

English for along time, | recently
looked for a website that would help
me with my English studies soon after
| got an internet connection. Then, |
found Okina Wa online.

Because of the Japanese
translations placed side by side with
English articles, | find the magazine
very easy to follow and a great
learning tool.

Until now, the military bases
seemed to have existed somewhere
far away from me. It was surprising
for me to learn that that the U.S.
military has many interactions with
local Okinawan communities, mostly
through the volunteer work.

Among the recent articles | found
very interesting was the story about
service members teaching English
conversation classes atthe Nakanishi
Elementary School. | am a working
adultand | wish there was an English
program for adults run by military
volunteers.

I'm looking forward to each edition
of Okina Wa, as it helps me feel more
comfortable and familiar with the
English language. (Nobuya Arakaki,
UrumaCity)

Editor’s note: Adult English
conversation classes that are
taught by service members and
their families are provided on
Camp Schwab (Nago City) and
Camp Courtney (Uruma City).
Please contact the camp’s
community relations specialist,
listed on page 17.
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eading the story in the “From the

OkiMar” pages, | learned for the
first time that there is a weekly
newspaper published by the Marine
Corps here on Okinawa. | read the
story about the U. S. military’s
humanitarian assistance in Pakistan
with much interest. The photos
accompanying the story were very
inspiring. Though itwas a large scale
disaster that happened elsewhere in
the Asia, we tend to forget about it as
the time passes. If necessary, the U.
S. military deploys to assist people in
need anywhere, bringing much
needed supplies. Because of this
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article | learned the fundamental
strength of the U. S. military. (Satoru
Higa, Urasoe City)

@

0nQ
oo

00

ooogo
ocoooobOo
ooooodo
oooooggoo
oooogooo
Uooooooo
Opoooooo
Oooooood
Oooooooo
ooooOoOooo

O

goooooo
O

oooo0d

Ooooooog
Ooooooog
OOopoboooQg
Ooogooood
oogboooo
O0OO
O0dg
O0o

O
O
O
O

very much enjoy reading each
I edition of Okina Wa. | have friends
who work on base. But | rarely have
the chance myself to meet service
members or know what is happening
on base. | learned from reading the
magazine about service members and
base events. I'd like to see first hand
whatitis like on base with my family.
| think it would be a great learning
opportunity for us. (Nobuko Kinjo,
Naha City)
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am writing to you after |
I read Okina Wa for the first time.
People may have heard about the
humanitarian assistance the Marine
Corps provides overseas. But, | don’t
thinkmany ordinary citizens like myself
knew aboutthe Marines’ contributions
on a regular basis to the local
communities where they serve. | was
moved, seeing the lively expressions
of children interacting with Marines in
the photos in Okina Wa. If one puts
his or her heart and soul into
something, whether it's work or
helping others, the person looks so
beautiful. Please keep up the good job!
(Yu Nakamura, Okinawa City)
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Okinawan students and teachers from Naha’s Hoon
Kindergarten pose with Military Police Working Dogs Gen (front),

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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3, and Tommy (far right), 5, and Marines fromthe ProvostMarshals Q300 00000005 0000000000000 ooon

Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, during the school’s visit
to Camp Foster March 15.

According to Hoon’s Director, Miki Hirata, law enforcement
is one of the most popular professions among Hoon children.

PMO’s K-9 unit demonstrated some of their training for
the visitors.

After the visit, Hirata said the children and teachers were all
grateful to the Marine Corps and PMO for making the visit
possible, giving them a great opportunity to meet Marines and
see things on base from inside the fence.
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/Okina_wa/subscribe.html and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the

latest issue has been posted on the website. The publication can
be viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States
Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-
nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-
sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the
region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of,
or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
Defense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs
Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-911-5111 ext. 645-9303. Okina
Wa is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa.html
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